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SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA – NOVEMBER 9: Ruben Mejia turns off a heating lamp inSAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA – NOVEMBER 9: Ruben Mejia turns off a heating lamp in
the outside dinning area at Paesano Ristorante Italiano in San Jose, Calif., on Monday,the outside dinning area at Paesano Ristorante Italiano in San Jose, Calif., on Monday,
Nov. 9, 2020. (Nhat V. Meyer/Bay Area News Group)Nov. 9, 2020. (Nhat V. Meyer/Bay Area News Group)

Chef-owner Pino Spatola of Paesano Ristorante in San Jose’s Little Italy hasChef-owner Pino Spatola of Paesano Ristorante in San Jose’s Little Italy has

positioned the propane lamps on the courtyard and turned on the heat in thepositioned the propane lamps on the courtyard and turned on the heat in the

dining room — even though all the doors and windows are wide open fordining room — even though all the doors and windows are wide open for

ventilation.ventilation.

He and his staff are now welcoming customers with a question that they neverHe and his staff are now welcoming customers with a question that they never

thought they’d be asking during the chilly months of the year:thought they’d be asking during the chilly months of the year:

Inside or outside?Inside or outside?

Click hereClick here if you are unable to view the photos on a mobile device. if you are unable to view the photos on a mobile device.

With temperatures plummeting in recent days, restaurant owners are scramblingWith temperatures plummeting in recent days, restaurant owners are scrambling

to winterize their patios and put social distancing measures into effect indoors into winterize their patios and put social distancing measures into effect indoors in

hopes of weathering the coronavirus-caused loss of business.hopes of weathering the coronavirus-caused loss of business.

So far, many say, Californians may be a hardier breed than the stereotype wouldSo far, many say, Californians may be a hardier breed than the stereotype would

indicate. As long as the propane heaters keep humming, that is.indicate. As long as the propane heaters keep humming, that is.

“They are quite a hot commodity,” said Gina Seghi, general manager of Oakland’s“They are quite a hot commodity,” said Gina Seghi, general manager of Oakland’s

Belcampo, whose Southern California colleagues shipped eight heaters to thisBelcampo, whose Southern California colleagues shipped eight heaters to this

Jack London Square location to supplement the eight gas-fed stationary ones.Jack London Square location to supplement the eight gas-fed stationary ones.

“We were lucky to get in under the wire.”“We were lucky to get in under the wire.”

At the Taplands brewpub in Santa Clara, owner Matt Hartenstein has beenAt the Taplands brewpub in Santa Clara, owner Matt Hartenstein has been

scrambling to find a solution to his patio heating problem.scrambling to find a solution to his patio heating problem.

“By sheer coincidence, at the end of last winter we decided to get rid of the“By sheer coincidence, at the end of last winter we decided to get rid of the

heaters we had. They were getting kind of ratty. We figured, we’ll get new onesheaters we had. They were getting kind of ratty. We figured, we’ll get new ones

this winter. Now we’re kind of stuck,” he said. “Who knew?”this winter. Now we’re kind of stuck,” he said. “Who knew?”
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He searched unsuccessfully here and in Colorado, Utah and Nevada for propaneHe searched unsuccessfully here and in Colorado, Utah and Nevada for propane

heaters, the latest in a long line of pandemic-related product shortages to occurheaters, the latest in a long line of pandemic-related product shortages to occur

since March, when the coronavirus created new consumer priorities.since March, when the coronavirus created new consumer priorities.

A customer donated one propane heater, and Hartenstein now has pivoted andA customer donated one propane heater, and Hartenstein now has pivoted and

is having new wiring installed for electric heaters.is having new wiring installed for electric heaters.

Chef Paul and Laura Magu of Lafayette’s Rêve Bistro also had to come up withChef Paul and Laura Magu of Lafayette’s Rêve Bistro also had to come up with

solutions besides French onion soup to keep their customers toasty when theysolutions besides French onion soup to keep their customers toasty when they

discovered large propane heaters sold out at most stores.discovered large propane heaters sold out at most stores.

“We’ve purchased 15 personal heaters meant for camping. They also supplement“We’ve purchased 15 personal heaters meant for camping. They also supplement

the large heaters for that one person who is ‘always cold,’ ” Laura said.the large heaters for that one person who is ‘always cold,’ ” Laura said.

The Magus now have lap blankets available upon request — they’re washed afterThe Magus now have lap blankets available upon request — they’re washed after

each use — and are encouraging diners to bring their own.each use — and are encouraging diners to bring their own.

And in Campbell, Sushi Confidential owner Randy Musterer is ready not just forAnd in Campbell, Sushi Confidential owner Randy Musterer is ready not just for

the cold but the rain too, with new additions to his back patio.the cold but the rain too, with new additions to his back patio.

“Because we know COVID cases are going to increase through the wintertime I“Because we know COVID cases are going to increase through the wintertime I

did not want to rely on indoor dining,” Musterer said. “So while the weather wasdid not want to rely on indoor dining,” Musterer said. “So while the weather was

nice, I purchased three pergolas that are made out of metal and can benice, I purchased three pergolas that are made out of metal and can be

weatherproof with built-in rain gutters.”weatherproof with built-in rain gutters.”

All he has to do is roll a few heaters into that space, he said, to keep up to 30All he has to do is roll a few heaters into that space, he said, to keep up to 30

customers both warm and dry.customers both warm and dry.

But will the added measures keep customers coming?But will the added measures keep customers coming?

When deciding whether to dine alfresco, customer Tariq Bright said he and friendWhen deciding whether to dine alfresco, customer Tariq Bright said he and friend

Jason Piamonte “make the judgment on the fly,” surveying both the inside andJason Piamonte “make the judgment on the fly,” surveying both the inside and

outside options.outside options.

On this chilly evening they did just that and decided that Campbell’s spaciousOn this chilly evening they did just that and decided that Campbell’s spacious

Pacific Catch was doing a superior job of social distancing just a handful of tablesPacific Catch was doing a superior job of social distancing just a handful of tables

indoors.indoors.

Good thing, Piamonte said. “It’s too cold to eat outside.”Good thing, Piamonte said. “It’s too cold to eat outside.”

At Paesano, Spatola offers tables inside, under a tent awning and in the heatedAt Paesano, Spatola offers tables inside, under a tent awning and in the heated

courtyard under the lighted lemon-tree arbor, where people clamored to sitcourtyard under the lighted lemon-tree arbor, where people clamored to sit

during the summer.during the summer.

“Whatever it takes. The important thing is to stay healthy and keep the business“Whatever it takes. The important thing is to stay healthy and keep the business

alive,” he said.alive,” he said.
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Ditto for Laura Magu at Rêve. “I must say, in the four years we’ve had the patio,Ditto for Laura Magu at Rêve. “I must say, in the four years we’ve had the patio,

this is the first year people are coming actually dressed for cold weather patiothis is the first year people are coming actually dressed for cold weather patio

dining. We’ve seen more jackets than ever before, and it’s great.”dining. We’ve seen more jackets than ever before, and it’s great.”

For more food and drink coverageFor more food and drink coverage  

follow us on Flipboard.follow us on Flipboard.

350 West Julian Street in Downtown…

Longtime customer Antonio Morales, who was dining with his wife, Patricia,Longtime customer Antonio Morales, who was dining with his wife, Patricia,

declared: “We have to support them.” Knowing they’d be sitting in a chilly room,declared: “We have to support them.” Knowing they’d be sitting in a chilly room,

the San Jose couple dressed to the nines but warmly — he in an overcoat with athe San Jose couple dressed to the nines but warmly — he in an overcoat with a

silk handkerchief tucked in the breast pocket and she in a cheetah-print sweatersilk handkerchief tucked in the breast pocket and she in a cheetah-print sweater

with matching handbag — and even lingered long after finishing their entrees ofwith matching handbag — and even lingered long after finishing their entrees of

halibut and pasta.halibut and pasta.

Belcampo’s Seghi feels they have done everything they can to provide a “comfy,Belcampo’s Seghi feels they have done everything they can to provide a “comfy,

cozy, quality experience” but is still pleased to see that diners are doing their partcozy, quality experience” but is still pleased to see that diners are doing their part

and “coming bundled up” to eat at the Oakland waterfront.and “coming bundled up” to eat at the Oakland waterfront.

Still, she and her chef husband believe it’s crucial to make plans for an expandedStill, she and her chef husband believe it’s crucial to make plans for an expanded

takeout menu for December and January.takeout menu for December and January.

“The temperature will dip into the 40s, and no heater will help then. We’re“The temperature will dip into the 40s, and no heater will help then. We’re

bracing for a 50 percent loss in reservations at least.”bracing for a 50 percent loss in reservations at least.”

Report an errorReport an error

Policies and StandardsPolicies and Standards

Contact UsContact Us

http://bayareane.ws/flipboardeatdrink
https://thetrustproject.org/
https://www.mercurynews.com/news-near-me-map/?url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252F2020%252F11%252F12%252Fbrrrrrrrr-bay-area-restaurants-customers-scramble-to-cope-with-cold-weather-dining%252F&utm_source=Bloom&utm_medium=StaticMapPlugin&blm_source=Bloom&blm_medium=StaticMapPlugin
https://www.mercurynews.com/news-near-me-map/?url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252F2020%252F11%252F12%252Fbrrrrrrrr-bay-area-restaurants-customers-scramble-to-cope-with-cold-weather-dining%252F&utm_source=Bloom&utm_medium=StaticMapPlugin&blm_source=Bloom&blm_medium=StaticMapPlugin
https://www.mercurynews.com/news-near-me-map/?url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.mercurynews.com%252F2020%252F11%252F12%252Fbrrrrrrrr-bay-area-restaurants-customers-scramble-to-cope-with-cold-weather-dining%252F&utm_source=Bloom&utm_medium=StaticMapPlugin&blm_source=Bloom&blm_medium=StaticMapPlugin
https://www.bloom.li/subscribe/mercury-news/publisher/tlXL7KPVyXW4Kk49OE3B/OZKYt6m3s9Q78XTcxLD1/location/4IV6P8r6Iv9B3vbDiLbc
https://www.mercurynews.com/report-an-error/
https://www.mercurynews.com/policies-and-standards/
https://www.mercurynews.com/contact-us/


11/13/2020 Brrrrrrrr: Bay Area restaurants, customers scramble to cope with cold-weather dining

https://www.mercurynews.com/2020/11/12/brrrrrrrr-bay-area-restaurants-customers-scramble-to-cope-with-cold-weather-dining/ 5/6

A hyperlocal newsletter with stories reported around a location thatA hyperlocal newsletter with stories reported around a location that
matters to you.matters to you.

Sign up for the News NearbySign up for the News Nearby
newsletternewsletter

Enter your email

SIGN UP 

By signing up, you agree to our By signing up, you agree to our privacy policy and terms of serviceprivacy policy and terms of service..

Stay up to date on the latest Coronavirus coverage in your area.Stay up to date on the latest Coronavirus coverage in your area.

Sign up for the Coronavirus UpdateSign up for the Coronavirus Update
newsletternewsletter

Enter your email

SIGN UP 

By signing up, you agree to our By signing up, you agree to our privacy policy and terms of serviceprivacy policy and terms of service..

Linda ZavoralLinda Zavoral  | Assistant features| Assistant features
editoreditor
Linda Zavoral is a Features reporter and editor who writes aboutLinda Zavoral is a Features reporter and editor who writes about
restaurants, libations, travel and the arts for the Eat Drink Playrestaurants, libations, travel and the arts for the Eat Drink Play
and Eye/Timeout sections. She's a Bay Area native and a Sanand Eye/Timeout sections. She's a Bay Area native and a San

Jose State University journalism graduate. Her previous roles at the MercuryJose State University journalism graduate. Her previous roles at the Mercury
News include Lowell Thomas award-winning editor of the Travel section,News include Lowell Thomas award-winning editor of the Travel section,
Alameda County bureau chief and Getting Ahead editor.Alameda County bureau chief and Getting Ahead editor.

lzavoral@bayareanewsgroup.comlzavoral@bayareanewsgroup.com

  Follow Linda Zavoral Follow Linda Zavoral eatdrinkplaybayareaeatdrinkplaybayarea    Follow Linda Zavoral Follow Linda Zavoral @Buh_byeTRAVEL@Buh_byeTRAVEL

Tags: Tags:  CoronavirusCoronavirus,, Editors' PicksEditors' Picks,, Photo Galleries and VideosPhoto Galleries and Videos,,
PM ReportPM Report,, RestaurantsRestaurants

https://www.digitalfirstmedia.com/privacy-policy/?returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercurynews.com%2F2020%2F11%2F12%2Fbrrrrrrrr-bay-area-restaurants-customers-scramble-to-cope-with-cold-weather-dining%2F%3FclearUserState%3Dtrue
https://www.digitalfirstmedia.com/privacy-policy/?returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercurynews.com%2F2020%2F11%2F12%2Fbrrrrrrrr-bay-area-restaurants-customers-scramble-to-cope-with-cold-weather-dining%2F%3FclearUserState%3Dtrue
https://www.mercurynews.com/author/linda-zavoral/
https://facebook.com/eatdrinkplaybayarea
https://twitter.com/Buh_byeTRAVEL
mailto:lzavoral@bayareanewsgroup.com
https://www.mercurynews.com/tag/coronavirus/
https://www.mercurynews.com/tag/editors-picks/
https://www.mercurynews.com/tag/photo-galleries-videos/
https://www.mercurynews.com/tag/pm-report/
https://www.mercurynews.com/tag/restaurants/


11/13/2020 Brrrrrrrr: Bay Area restaurants, customers scramble to cope with cold-weather dining

https://www.mercurynews.com/2020/11/12/brrrrrrrr-bay-area-restaurants-customers-scramble-to-cope-with-cold-weather-dining/ 6/6

  

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
ALL ACCESS DIGITAL OFFER FOR JUST 99 CENTS!ALL ACCESS DIGITAL OFFER FOR JUST 99 CENTS!

SPONSORED CONTENTSPONSORED CONTENT

The Power In a NameThe Power In a Name  

By By The New York TimesThe New York Times

How Black women have long usedHow Black women have long used
their names to honor struggles fortheir names to honor struggles for

freedom and dignity.freedom and dignity.

https://checkout.mercurynews.com/nolanding?ofrgp_id=485&g2i_source=Event&g2i_medium=link&g2i_campaign=artbut&g2i_or_o=event&g2i_or_p=artbut
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/18/style/self-care/sojourner-truth-harriet-tubman-slavery-names.html?keplerid=278378685&dclid=CP-M1q7SkOsCFZwsrQYdPqMCBw
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/18/style/self-care/sojourner-truth-harriet-tubman-slavery-names.html?keplerid=278378685&dclid=CP-M1q7SkOsCFZwsrQYdPqMCBw
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/18/style/self-care/sojourner-truth-harriet-tubman-slavery-names.html?keplerid=278378685&dclid=CP-M1q7SkOsCFZwsrQYdPqMCBw
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/18/style/self-care/sojourner-truth-harriet-tubman-slavery-names.html?keplerid=278378685&dclid=CP-M1q7SkOsCFZwsrQYdPqMCBw

